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Some of you will remember our famous parishioner, Dr. Robert White. Bob, 

a daily communicant who died in 2010, was a word famous neurosurgeon, a 

member of the Pontifical Academy of Science and an advisor to Pope St. John Paul 

the Second. He founded the neurosurgery department at Metro Hospital and 

lectured here and around the world. I’m telling you all of this as a preface to 

sharing a conversation I had with him that inspired me and has stayed with me all 

these years. He said, “Fr. Gary, a surgeon is kind of like technician or a mechanic. 

He or she can repair the body and put parts back together, but every good 

surgeon knows that it is “God alone who heals.” This was from the mouth of a 

man who needed to be reachable by the White House 24/7 in case the president 

had a stroke or suffered a brain injury. ‘It is God alone who heals.” 

The gospel passage we just read reminds me of what Dr. White told me. We 

read about ten lepers who were cleansed, but only one of them was healed. Ten 

were physically repaired, but one was healed. Ten had their skin restored, but out 

of the ten one of them was made whole – one of them was healed. 

That is a difference that I would like to explore with you. When a couple has 

an argument that escalates in anger and one calls the other a hateful name it 

wounds. If the offender sincerely apologizes the relationship can be saved. The 

argument may even be forgotten, but the wound still cries out for healing. An 

ungrateful and rebellious child inflicts unseen scars on the heart of a parent. 

Reconciliation can remove those scares like a skilled surgeon, but the heart still 

needs to be healed. “It is God alone who heals.” 



That is why today I invite you to join with me in praying to God for healing. 

We may not be physically sick, but there is not one single person here today who 

does not stand in need of healing – life kind of does that to you.  

Today I invite you to join me in asking God to heal people we have 

wounded. We may have apologized. We may have done our very best to make 

amends, we may have fixed, but only God can heal. 

The one leper out of the ten was healed because he realized that healing 

comes from God so he came back to fall at the feet of the Son of God in 

thanksgiving. May the Lord give us reason today to be equally thankful – because 

today we come to Jesus asking neither for cures nor fixes neither for repairs nor 

patches – today our prayer is Lord Jesus Christ Son of the living God have mercy 

on me. Lord Jesus Son of God, heal me. 

 

 


